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About Us 
C. A. Therien Polymer Clay Arts provides handcrafted nail art, instructional materials, 
tools and supplies for the professional nail technician and the polymer clay enthusiast.  
We are a family-owned and operated business, with 9 years of experience in creating 
unique, highly detailed canes from Fimo and Premo polymer clays. 
 

Charlene (“Cat”) Therien is the owner and lead artist of the business.  She is 
an award-winning polymer clay artist with multiple published magazine and 
internet articles to her name.  She teaches classes and workshops for polymer 
clay enthusiasts, specializing in the millefiore technique.   
 

 

About What We Do  
We create our unique NeoFlex Nail Art™ brand of cane 
designs from polymer clay.  Polymer clay is a man-made clay 
similar in texture to ceramic clay, but doesn’t require a kiln to 
harden it.  Curing temperature is 275 degrees.   
 
 Each design is hand built from logs and sheets made of clay.  
The process is very similar to creating slice-and-bake cookies:  

the image is assembled as a cylindrical, 3-dimensional puzzle with each section of the 
design being a ‘piece’ of the puzzle.  The finished design is a large log called a ‘cane’.  It 
takes anywhere from 1 hour to 12 hours to make a cane, depending on the complexity of 
the design.  Our canes weigh about 4.5 pounds when we are finished making them.  The 
butterfly cane above took 6 hours to make and weighed 5 pounds. 

 
Once the cane is completed, it takes two people to squeeze and 
stretch the clay so that the overall diameter of the cane – as 
well as the image in the clay-- gets smaller.  This is usually a 
fairly quick process, about 15 minutes.  When the cane is 
stretched to about an inch in diameter, one person can take over 
and continue the process of reducing the cane. 
 
The stretching and squeezing continues until the design is 
between 1/2 inch and 1/8 inch in diameter (14 millimeters to 3 
millimeters).  The clay is very responsive and moves through 
this process quickly – sometimes too quickly.  We must take 
our time at this stage, because the design could warp out of 
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shape if we hurry the final reduction.  This is vitally important at the smaller diameters. 
 

 The calla lily design shows a few of our nail art sizes.  The far 
left piece of cane is 1/2 inch in height; the center piece is 3/8 
inch in height, and the far right piece is 1/4 inch in height.  Our 
canes are sold in 2 inch lengths and can result in as many as 150 
slices per cane.   
 
 

The cured canes are available in the unsliced cane form as well 
in pre-sliced packages.  The canes can be sliced with a sharp 
razor blade.  We carry two types of blade for slicing.  The plain 
blade is shown here.  We also have a Comfort-Grip Cane 
Slicing Blade that improves on the usability of the plain blade  
There is a learning curve to slicing the canes thinly and so 
practice is highly recommended.  Grasping the cane as near the 
blade as possible provides best slicing results. 
 

Our pre-sliced canes offer the best option for the busy nail 
technician.  The slices are super thin and ready to be used, saving 
the technician time and eliminating the need to learn how to slice 
the canes themselves.  The average hand-sliced thickness is 
1/16th inch.  We mechanically slice our canes and the thickness 
averages 1/32nd inch, or about as thick as a sheet of card stock.  

 
The slices are embedded in gel or acrylic nail enhancement by 
floating them into the wet product, or gluing each one in place on 
top of cured product.  The canes should not overlap in the same 
layer of product; however, a “floating” effect can be achieved if 
more slices are added to the upper layers of product.  Adding two 
coats of product over the top of the slices is recommended.  The 
slices are easily filed if necessary to shape or thin them, or to 

remove edges that hadn’t conformed to the curve of the nail. 
 
Below are sample nail tips using a few of our NeoFlex Nail Art™ cane designs. 
 
          


